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Greno Wood heathland restoration

Back in November 2015, the Nineveh Charitable Trust generously awarded us a grant of
e35OO towards a project to restore the heathland on our historic Ancient Woodland site at
Greno Woods.

Written records of the management of Greno Woods exist back to the foufteenth century but
we are sure it has been managed for far longer than that and we have a long term plan to
restore the actual woodland at Greno to its ancient broadleaved configuration. Part of the
wood was stocked with non-native plantation conifers in the 1950s following a fire, and we
hope that the sale of these conifers for construction and biomass will fully fund the
woodland restoration.

We also wish to restore the area of woodland heath right at the centre of Greno Woods
using the same techniques which created it. Heathland was formed by the action of grazing
animals and if it is not maintained, the land soon reverts to scrub which is of far less
biodiversity value. Our heathland restoration project involves cutting back the scrub and
removing bracken, then introducing selective conservation grazing for part of each year in
order to maintain the heath semi-naturally, as was the case historically.

The total project budget for the heathland restoration was €19585, the largest portion of
which involved installing a drinking water supply for the livestock on the heath as the
nearest water is a pond 400 yards away. Historically the livestock could roam so this
wouldn't have been a problem, but now Greno Woods is bounded by busy roads including
the main Sheffield to Barnsley 461 so we had to arrange to bring the water to the cows
instead.

ln the event, we did not reach the full funding target so we had to leave out a few items in
order that the main parts of the project could go ahead. Fortunately, we have been able to
link the breeding bird survey with another project and obtain funding for it elsewhere, so we
have only had to leave the motorcycle gates for another time.
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The remaining part, the bulk of the project, has been completed successfully. The
woodland cleaning, spraying and scrub clearance were all completed earlier than
expected, owing to the strange winter we have had on the slopes of the South
Pennines. lnstead of a normal prolonged period of consistently bad weather, we
have had truly terrible weather in very short bursts punctuated by quite mild periods
which have confused everyone, especially the wildlife.

The water supply has been installed and the first group of cattle introduced. The
intention is that small groups of cattle will be allowed to graze the heath for 3 months
at a time, with free periods in between to ensure the heath isn't overgrazed.

Gertie and Mavis, two of our new workers on Greno heathland

The project has achieved its objectives of restoring the heath, the woodland fringes
and the rides by removing the encroaching vegetation to allow the heathland plants
to thrive. The introduction of conservation grazing will effectively maintain the heath
in its present form for us long into the future.

Volunteers clearing scrub (The weather wasn't always mild.)


